THE UKCC and the General Med ical Council need to work more closely together to identify a com mon set of standards for doctors and nurses, a major conference in London was told last week.
Speaking at the sec ond joint UKCC/GMC conference, 'Implement ing standards -working together', UKCC chair Alison Norman said there were 'profound changes' in progress in the regulation of the nursing profession.
She argued that the two professions need ed to draw up a set of core guidelines for patient care.
'We need to take account of social and healthcare changes in the development of our stan dards and we need to support collaborative working between the professions and develop effective multidisciplinary teams,' Ms Norman said.
'There could be significant At a press briefing earlier in the week, health secretary Alan Milburn said that the health ser vice had to learn the lessons of the Shipman case.
'Increasingly, the accountability issue can no longer be fudged. It has. the potential to alter fundamentally the relationships between patients, doctors, the regulatory bodies and the health 
New approach benefits patients
NURSES HAVE helped to imple ment good standards of care in a number of innovative projects around the country, the confer ence heard.
At the Royal Surrey County Hospital in Guildford, clinical nurse specialists have helped to set up a scheme to deal with female oncology patients.
Nurses play a greater role in the management of patients with conditions such as abnormal uter ine bleeding, incontinence and sexual problems.
Gladys Hardwick, a clinical nurse specialist, said that the scheme had helped patients to receive more sensitive care during a very difficult time. 'When a patient arrives at the clinic, she has an initial interview with the nurse, followed by a clinical evaluation by the doctor,' Ms Hardwick said.
'The findings are then explained by the doctor, and then the patient has the opportunity for a final discussion with the nurse.
This procedure helps the woman to cope more easily with the condition, which can have severe emotional and mental effects. ' At Birmingham Women's Hospital nurses have been involved in a series of audits which have been used to improve standards in its neonatal care unit.
Nurse manager Liz Green said an audit of breastfeeding involving midwives with special expertise had helped to identify areas that needed improving.
The audit system has now been rolled out to all depart ments within the hospital. february 9/vol14/no21/2000 nursing standard 7
